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SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR 2016

July: Legal Documentation, how it should be read Neels Coertse
August: Work shop — mind mapping with Robert Bush
September: Bob Saunders —Brickwalls”.

October: Stan Close — visit to Jewish Roots in Belarus
November: Xmas party
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Our speaker this month is our member Connie Haskell.

Having worked at the Family History Library herself | am sure this is going to be a very
informative talk and | hope we will see a large turnout, despite the winter temperatures.

“l was born in Durban, Natal, on 21 January 1944. Went to
Penzance Road Primary School and Windermere High School
and then on to Durban Business College to study to be a
secretary. | worked as a secretary for many years in various
fields, lawyer, bank, insurance, estate agent, etc. and also
trained to be a dancing teacher which I did for 2 years and is
where | met my husband Tony. We got married in December
1973 and have 5 children and 10 grandchildren with No. 11 due
in August this year. We thoroughly enjoy being grandparents.

We moved to Johannesburg in 1974, lived on a plot in
Broadacres for 30 years and have been in Lonehill since 2006.

| joined The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1971 which was when | first
heard about Genealogy/Family History and did a class to learn how to do research which
in those days was all paper work and going to the library, writing letters, visiting family
and making phone calls. As many of you know many years ago they went online and
opened the Family History Library in Parktown and everything has now been made
available on the internet which makes doing the work so much easier. | had the
opportunity to do a Service Mission at the Family History Library for 18 months and
learnt a lot more about doing research so that | could assist others who were trying to trace
their ancestors. There are upgrades happening all the time which is very interesting.
Videos to teach yourself the ‘how to’, putting photos on, archived records being captured
onto their website and being available worldwide.

Since retiring | have spent more time putting my research together and entering it onto
Family Search and also taken the opportunity to meet family members I’d never met
before and was delighted with all the information they shared with me.

I chose the theme “Seek and Ye Shall Find” so that I could share with you how this
became a reality for me and how doors opened and information became so readily
available. The other thing is organizing the paper work which became a real necessity as |
gained more and more information. So | will also share a little about how to organise
things so it becomes more easily available.”



Report on “Show and Tell” Meeting, Saturday 21/5/2016
By David Kinghorn

The meeting gave an opportunity for members to tell about their recent discoveries, each giving
a short presentation. The meeting was held in the Library as the main hall was being
refurbished.

1. Lorraine Cranston showed us her father’s collection of WW2 medals.

2. Tony Michler told us about Ginnie Michler's Crane relatives that they had
uncovered during a recent trip to Australia, illustrating it with a Legacy-printed
descendants’ chart.

3. June Botha showed us a picture of her aged three presenting flowers to some celebrities at
the opening of a store at Wolverhampton and told of the difficulties she had in finding all the
details as the store no longer existed.

4. Marion Hofmeyr remembered her grandmother and showed a certificate
authorising her grandmother to teach weaving. Also she showed some of ‘
her grandmother’s later crochet work as well as small bust of her ' /
grandmother.

5. Connie Haskell shared pictures of one of her family reunions that she had organised.

6. Warren Cassidy discussed some of his Cassidy relatives, one of whom was South African-
born doctor who was the physician to King George V. Also he showed how he was related to
the Spencer family.

7. Donald Halley talked about the important Chiefs of the Graham Clan.

8. Royden Peden picked up from Donald Halley’s talk to say that one of his relatives, “Bonnie
Dundee” Claverhouse, had been hounded unsuccessfully for years by one of the Grahams.

9. Doreen Piner told us about the restoration of her mother and grandmother’s graves in
Durban

10. Dave Kinghorn showed a photograph that Margaret Gundry found of the Chateau Gerbault
that had featured in his March talk on Finding Casper Kielland. He then went on to show a
family tree drawn up by his late brother in conjunction with his late aunt, just before his
brother’'s death. What was interesting was that Dave had been unable to find the two earliest
generations in this tree in ScotlandsPeople. Once again it was Margaret Gundry who had
come to his assistance and found evidence in Ancestry verifying his aunt’s recollections.

|-

11.Robert Bush gave a talk on the history of HMS Endeavour
illustrated by photos he had taken whilst working in Australia and
a model that he was building of the ship.




From the BBC — Oh dear!!

St Helena airport too windy to open

9 June 2016

The opening of an airport on the British overseas territory of St Helena has been delayed indefinitely due
to high winds.

The £285m project is being paid for by the Department for International Development and was due to
open in May.

In April, the St Helena government announced its opening had been postponed amid concerns wind
conditions meant it was too dangerous for commercial airliners to land on the runway.

A revised date is yet to be determined. DFID and the St Helena government are currently looking at the
options for dealing with the problem caused by the wind conditions but have yet to agree on a solution.

k*hkkkkhkhkkkikkikkkkiikkhkkiikikkiik

“History will tell of a British victory without glory and a Boer defeat without shame”

Join North West Branch on Saturday 6™ August at 9.00am at what promises to be a very
interesting meeting. There will be a charge. More information later.

There will be 3 speakers:
Ms Trudie Venter — Bethulie: The fateful camp

Blackie De Swardt — 963 days at the Junction (a talk on Springfontein during the Anglo-Boer War). This talk will
be in English.

Johan van Zyl — Projects of the War Museum over the past 5 years including accessibility of information for
genealogical research



I have been “playing” on Google Earth again! Text from Wikipedia
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Arlington National C‘emetery
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At the outbreak of the Civil War, most military personnel who died in battle near Washington, D.C., were
buried at the United States Soldiers' Cemetery in Washington, D.C., or Alexandria Cemetery in
Alexandria, Virginia, but by late 1863 both were nearly full. On July 16, 1862, Congress passed
legislation authorizing the U.S. federal government to purchase land for national cemeteries for military
dead, and put the U.S. Army Quartermaster General in charge of this program. In May 1864, Union
forces suffered large numbers of dead in the Battle of the Wilderness. Quartermaster General
Montgomery C. Meigs ordered that an examination of eligible sites be made for the establishment for a
large new national military cemetery. Within weeks, his staff reported that Arlington Estate was the most
suitable property in the area. The property was high and free from floods (which might unearth graves), it
had a view of the District of Columbia, and it was aesthetically pleasing. The first military burial at
Arlington, for William Henry Christman, was made on May 13, 1864, close to what is now the northeast
gate in Section 27.

Arlington National Cemetery is divided into 70 sections, with some sections in the southeast and western
part of the cemetery reserved for future expansion. Section 60, in the southeast part of the cemetery, is the
burial ground for military personnel killed in the Global War on Terror since 2001. Section 21, also
known as the Nurses Section, is the area of Arlington National Cemetery where many nurses are buried
and is the site of the Spanish-American War Nurses Memorial and the Nurses Memorial. Another section
- Chaplains Hill -includes monuments to Jewish, Protestant, and Roman Catholic military chaplains. In
1901, Confederate soldiers buried at the Soldiers' Home and various locations within Arlington were
reinterred in a Confederate section that was authorized by Congress in 1900. All Confederate headstones
in this section are peaked rather than rounded. More than 3,800 former slaves, called "Contrabands™
during the Civil War, are buried in Section 27. Their headstones are designated with the word "Civilian"
or "Citizen".


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Soldiers%27_and_Airmen%27s_Home_National_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_National_Cemetery_(Alexandria,_Virginia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Wilderness
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montgomery_C._Meigs_(1816%E2%80%931892)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Christman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_War_on_Terror
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaplains_Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_chaplain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_States_of_America

The Tomb of the Unknowns is part of the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater. The Memorial Amphitheater has
hosted state funerals and Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremonies. The amphitheater was the result of a
campaign by Ivory Kimball to construct a place to honor America's servicemen/women. Congress authorized the
structure on March 4, 1913. Woodrow Wilson laid the cornerstone for the building on October 15, 1915. The
cornerstone contained 15 items including a Bible and a copy of the Constitution.

The Tomb of the Unknowns has been perpetually guarded since July 2, 1937, by the U.S. Army. The 3rd U.S.
Infantry Regiment ("The Old Guard") began guarding the Tomb on April 6, 1948.

The flags in Arlington National Cemetery are flown at half-staff from a half-hour before the first funeral until a half
hour after the last funeral each day. Funerals are normally conducted five days a week, excluding weekends.

Funerals, including interments and inurnments, average between 27-30 per day. The cemetery conducts
approximately 6,900 burials each year.

With more than 400,000 interments Arlington National Cemetery has the second-largest number of burials of any
national cemetery in the United States.

The persons specified below are eligible for ground burial in Arlington National Cemetery, unless otherwise
prohibited. The last period of active duty of former members of the armed forces must have ended honorably.

e Any active-duty member of the armed forces (except those members serving on active duty for training
only).

e Any veteran who is retired and eligible for retirement pay from service in the armed forces (including
service members retired from a reserve component who served a period of active duty (other than for
training)).

e Any former member of the armed forces separated honorably prior to October 1, 1949, for medical reasons
and who was rated at 30% or greater disabled effective on the day of discharge.

e Any former member of the armed forces who has been awarded one of the following decorations:

o Medal of Honor

o Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, or Air Force Cross
o Silver Star

o Purple Heart

e Any former member of the armed forces who served on active duty (other than for training) and who held
any of the following positions:
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o An elective office of the U.S. Government (such as a term in Congress).

o Office of the Chief Justice of the United States or of an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United States.

o An office listed, at the time the person held the position, in 5 USC 5312 or 5313 (Levels | and Il of
the Executive Schedule).

o The chief of a mission who was at any time during his/her tenure classified in Class I under the
provisions of Section 411, Act of 13 August 1946, 60 Stat. 1002, as amended (22 USC 866) or as
listed in State Department memorandum dated March 21, 1988.

e Any former prisoner of war who, while a prisoner of war, served honorably in the active military, naval, or
air service, whose last period of military, naval or air service terminated honorably and who died on or
after November 30, 1993.

e The spouse, widow or widower, minor child, or permanently dependent child, and certain unmarried adult
children of any of the above eligible veterans.

e The widow or widower of:

o amember of the armed forces who was lost or buried at sea or fell out of a plane or officially
determined to be permanently absent with a status of either missing or missing in action.

o amember of the armed forces who is interred in a US military cemetery overseas that is
maintained by the American Battle Monuments Commission.

e The spouse, minor child, or permanently dependent child of any person already buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

e The parents of a minor child, or permanently dependent child whose remains, based on the eligibility of a
parent, are already buried at Arlington. A spouse divorced from the primary eligible, or widowed and
remarried, is not eligible for interment.

e Provided certain conditions are met, a former member of the armed forces may be buried in the same grave
with a close relative who is already buried and is the primary eligible.

Congress has from time to time created prohibited categories of persons that, even if otherwise eligible
for burial, lose that eligibility. One such prohibition is against certain persons who are convicted of
committing certain state or federal capital crimes, as defined in 38 U.S. Code § 2411. Capital crime is a
specifically defined term in the statute and for state offenses can include offenses that are eligible for a
life sentence (with or without parole). Also prohibited under the same statute are those determined, with
clear and convincing evidence, to have avoided such conviction by death or flight.

The cemetery appears to be searchable on line

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.coi?page=cr&CRid=49269

Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington

Arlington County

Virginia USA

Postal Code: 22211

Phone: 703-607-8000
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.m...

Search Arlington National Cemetery:

T [ sea

First Name Last Name



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Battle_Monuments_Commission
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode38/usc_sec_38_00002411----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/search/display.html?terms=arlington%20national%20cemetery&url=/uscode/html/uscode38/usc_sec_38_00002411----000-.html%20
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&CRid=49269
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/

What was the role of the Orphans Chamber and the ""Weesheer'?

| found this question and the following answer on Rootsweb.

1673-1833

The Board of Orphan Masters was established at the Cape about 1673. In the following year we
read in the Government Journal of monies of the Cape Orphans being administered by the
Diaconate or Poor Fund and a proposal to separate such monies and place them with the Orphan
Chamber. (Journal 9/10/1674)

A few months later the Journal records that “the Board of Orphan Masters, already created last
year, shall be increased by a Company’s servant, so that it will consist of five members,
besides a burgher to be appointed as Secretary”. (Ibid 13/12/1674, Tennant in his “Notar’s
Manual” says the Chamber was established in 1691. By a letter, 28/9/1675, from the Seventeen
to the Cape the establishment of this Chamber was approved.)

Two of the members were chosen from the members of the Court of Justice and two from the
Burgher Councillors. Not long after the Board consisted of a President, Vice-President, drawn
from the Company and burghers respectively, two Company members and two burgher members. A
nomination of names was sent in every two years for Government to select from. The office of
President and Vice-President was made permanent in the days of the Batavian Government.
(Provisioneele Instructie voor de Weeskamer, art 1) After 1806 the appointments were not made
with reference to any particular principle. From this date to 1828 the Presidency was held by
the President of the Court of Justice.

The Orphan Chamber originated through the early necessity of making provision for the
collection and administration of the property of persons who died intestate and left heirs
absent from the Colony or were under age and therefore unable to take the duty upon
themselves. Property of persons who died on the voyage to and from Europe and found on board
was subject to its jurisdiction. By a letter of the 30th March, 1711, the Cape Government was
advised that the Chamber was not to be burdened with deceased estates of Company’s servants
and burghers who had died on the outward or homeward- bound voyage, except those who were on
the paysheets ashore.

Its principal duties were: (Vide Treatise for His Majesty’s Commissioners of Enquiry)

1. the administration of the estates of persons dying intestate in the Colony or on the voyage
to the Colony and among whose heirs there were minors or persons residing abroad, also estates
of those who had not specially excluded the Orphan Masters in their will, or had specially
appointed them even where their heirs were majors and resident here;

2. the registration of wills of deceased persons;

3. administration of minors’ property;

4. receiving and paying to present and absent claimants the portions or legacies due to them;
keeping a death register or record of persons who died at the Cape; recording the resolutions
and transactions of the Board.

In 1714 the Government issued to the Orphan Masters a set of Rules and Regulations by which
they were to be guided in carrying out their duties. (Resolutions, Council of Policy,
26/6/1714) These instructions were taken over from the Statutes of Batavia. They included a
tariff of fees, which were to be charged in administering an estate. In 1793 renewed
instructions were issued, compiled from the 1714 rules, from those of the Orphan Chamber at
Batavia, from a sketch of instructions submitted to the Government by the Orphan Masters, and
from a report relative to the improvement in the Chamber. (Annexures to Treatise for His
Majesty’s Council)

Provisional Instructions were framed for the Orphan Chamber by De Mist, (Provisioneele
Instructie voor de Weeskamer) but these show that they were evidently “framed more with a view
to confirm the standing rules than to introduce new regulations” (Treatise for His Majesty’s
Commission) Ordinance 104 of 1833 abolished the Orphan Chamber, and its duties were
transferred to the newly appointed office of Master of the Supreme Court.

It might be of interest to note one or two of the articles of the instructions laid down:

Immovable property of orphans could only be sold by an order of Court, and such property had
to be put up for public auction and sold to the highest bidder.

An absent minor, out of the country for sixteen years, could be publicly summoned at his
last-known place of residence if it was uncertain whether he was alive or dead. If it could
not be ascertained what had happened to him, his heirs could receive his property upon giving
security de restituendo.

Persons had to obey a summons to appear before the Masters as if it had emanated from a Court,
and upon a third default to appear they could be brought before the Court of Justice. From the
resolutions sent from time to time by the Government to the Board and the instructions framed
in 1793, it would appear that the Orphan Masters were given nearly the same portion of



authority and jurisdiction in testamentary matters as was exercised in earlier periods by the
spiritual Courts in England
(Report of Commissioners of Enquiry on Court Justice. Theal’s “Records of Cape Colony” 28.110)

The Annexures to the ligquidation and distribution accounts of the Orphan Chamber form one of
the most important series of the collection, as they contain very useful material for a social
and economic history of the Cape in the early days. They contain private ledgers,
correspondence, memo books, paid accounts, business transactions of deceased persons. All the
records of the Chamber are, as a matter of fact, of great value, which cannot be
overestimated. The greater portion of the records of this Chamber was transferred in 1912 from
the Master’s Office.

Wills, 1689-1833

Instructions to the Orphan Chamber issued in 1793 provided that “all wills shall be exhibited
to Orphan Masters in order to be registered”. Ordinance 104 of 1833 laid down that on a
testator’s death his will was to be transmitted to the Master of the Supreme Court. Up to 1833
certified copies were filed in the Orphan Chamber. The originals of the latter copies will be
found filed amongst the records of the Court of Justice, g.v.

Inventories, 1673-1834

Resolutions, 1758-1833 (incomplete)

Of the several duties of the Secretary, one was to keep a record of the proceedings and
resolutions of the Orphan Chamber. Before 1758 the resolutions were kept on loose sheets and
signed by the Secretary. Towards the end of 1757 it was resolved that the proceedings were to
be entered in a bound volume and signed by all the members.

Liquidation and Distribution Accounts, 1709-1835 When Orphan Masters were nominated as
executors of an estate or were not specifically excluded by the will, or the deceased died
intestate, they took control of the effects of the estate. They took the necessary steps to
liquidate the estate, framed a liquidation and distribution account of their administration,
and, after paying out the creditors, awarded the residue to the heirs. Executors testamentary,
other than the Masters, were not called upon to render an account to the Chamber, except when
the latter had not been excluded from interference.

Vendu Rolls, 1691-1834

There were no licensed auctioneers during the eighteenth century; the right of holding public
sales was entrusted to certain Government officials, amongst which was the Secretary to the
Orphan Chamber. A complete list or vendu roll was kept of the articles sold, name of
purchaser, and price paid. These vendu rolls refer to articles and property sold in deceased
estates, and give a good idea of prices at auction.

Death Registers, 1758-1833

In 1711 the Orphan Masters saw the necessity of opening a Death Register, and requested the
church authorities to order their sextons to submit to the Board the names, calling and places
of burial of persons whose funerals they conducted. Notwithstanding the fact that sextons were
prohibited in 1714, under forfeiture of their office, of having a grave dug without previously
notifying the death to the Secretary, it seems that no beginning was made with the register.
The first one extant begins in 1758, and up to 1797 the particulars given are: Name,
residence, date of death and calling or occupation of deceased. After this additional details
are entered, as age, birthplace, whose wife, widow, son or daughter, and at whose residence
the person died.

Letters Received, 1690-1797

These include correspondence with the Orphan Chambers in Holland and Batavia and other
possessions of the Company, with similar bodies in Europe and with the local government and
individuals.

Letters Despatched, 1691-1880. The same note applies as under Letters Received.

Kusting Brieven, 1709-1821

These are mortgage bonds passed in favour of the Orphan Chamber on behalf of the heirs of a
deceased person for the purchase price of the immovable property sold in such estate. They had
to be passed before the Commissioners of the Court of Justice at one and the same time when
transfer of the property specially hypothecated was executed.

Conditions of Sale, 1697-1833

Immovables in an estate were sold by public auction after the Court had given its consent and
the highest bidder signed the conditions of sale and furnished two sureties.

Bewyzen, 1731-1825

The survivor of two spouses who wished to remarry and had minor children by the first
marriage, had to enter into a bond or kinderbewys before the Orphan Masters, securing to such
minors their inheritance from the estate of their deceased parent. Today a certificate from
the Master of the Supreme Court is necessary to enable a surviving spouse to contract a second
marriage.

Extracted from: Archives and Records of the Cape, Volume III by C. Graham Botha



5 expert tips for finding missing birth records of your English
ancestors.

Hit a brick wall trying to trace your ancestor’s birth record?

Who Do You Think You Are? TV series genealogist Laura Berry revealed her top tips for finding those
missing records.

1. Beware of informal name changes.

A completely different name could have been adopted intentionally. Boris
Johnson’s father knew that his grandfather Wilfred Johnson was actually
born ‘Osman Wilfred Kemal’, and raised by his maternal grandmother
Margaret Johnson who anglicised his name.

2. Try searching a different quarter.

Until 1984, the GRO birth indexes for England and Wales were organised quarterly, after which time they
were arranged annually. Perhaps the birth you’re looking for is there, but it wasn’t registered in the same
quarter that the child was born, as parents had 42 days to register a birth

3. Common name? Order a siblings birth certificate instead.

Rather than finding nothing at all, with surnames like Smith and Jones there are endless possibilities.
Ordering certificates for siblings with less common first names is one way around this. Pay close attention
to where they lived and focus your search on the registration district covering those areas.

4. Watch out for illegitimacy.

If your forebear was born illegitimately and no father’s name is given on the birth or baptism certificate,
then the chances of discovering the father’s true identity are slim. The mother could name the illegitimate
child after the real father, perhaps bestowing his surname as a middle name. If she applied to the local
authorities for financial assistance then they could have investigated his identity, which may be revealed
in bastardy bonds and examinations at local archives.

5. Widen your time frame.
Our first clue for finding a birth usually comes from the age given on another document. People often
stretched the truth about their age to appear older or younger. Some simple weren’t certain how old they

were. The earliest censuses showing an ancestor at home with their parents may be the most reliable.

However in 1841 everyone over the age of 15 was supposed to round their age down to the nearest 5
years. Expand the birth search to a decade either side to cover all eventualities.


http://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/episode/boris-johnson
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/episode/boris-johnson

L D S Family History Library

OPEN 9 AM- 4 PM TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
SATURDAY 7 AM - 2:30 PM. Note — CLOSED ON MONDAYS
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And if you are in Cape Town over the weekend...........

CAPE TOWN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

CAPE TOWN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

Saturday 18 June 2016 at St John’s Church, Wynberg. 14.15 for 14:30pm

Well known historical author Chris Schoeman will talk about The Unknown Van Gogh: the story of Cornelis Van
Gogh and his South African link.

Chris Schoeman was born in Somerset East and has master’s degrees in history from the universities of Port
Elizabeth and Colorado State. He has worked as a historian and journalist, and has authored and co-authored
several books. These include District Six: The Spirit of KanaleBoer Boy: Memoirs of an AngiBoer War
Youth Brothers in Arms: Hollanders in the AngRoer War Angels of Mercy: Foreign Women in the AnBloer
War,Chur chi | | 6 and e Higtohcdkafon.i c a

For further information contact David Slingsby 021 715 5104 davidslingsby@telkomsa.net
or Ann Smythe on 021 782 7277 annsmythe@gmail.com

Visitors R20.00 per person including tea & eats. Annual membership R100 pp, R150 p couple

Map and website: www.family-history.co.za
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GSSA Contacts, Joburg branch:

The Committee 2016

David Kinghorn - Chairman / Treasurer / Membership dmkcc@iafrica.com
Robert Bush — Vice Chairman - bushrj@telkomsa.net

Margaret Gundry — Editor Newsletter margaret@gundry.za.net

June Botha- Committee Member juneb@telkomsa.ne

Doreen Piner - Committee Member lynx@iafrica.com

Contributions to newsletter will be gratefully received!

Or — should you wish to be removed from the mailing list...
Editor - Margaret Gundry margaret@qgundry.za.net
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